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1
VEHICULAR SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a technique for executing
an application in a vehicle.

2. Description of the Background Art

In recent years, execution of various kinds of applications
in a vehicular system used in a vehicle, such as a navigation
system, has been suggested. In one specific example of such
suggestion, a plurality of applications are installed in a
vehicular system beforehand, and a selected one of the
plurality of applications is executed in the vehicular system.

Generally, an application which is executable in a vehicu-
lar system can be executed when a user of a vehicle (mainly,
a driver) points to an icon or the like for the application.
Also, the application can be executed when predetermined
conditions for execution, for example, running of the vehicle
in a specific place, are satisfied. In this manner, necessary
information can be automatically provided to a user while
driving a vehicle, without the user’s consciousness. For
instance, by causing an application for business to be
executed when a vehicle is located near an office of a user,
it is possible to provide information such as business mails
and business news to the user. To make plural kinds of
applications executable in a vehicular system allows various
pieces of information to be provided to a user of a vehicle.

Meanwhile, in a case where plural kinds of applications
are made executable, not only information necessary to a
user, but also information unnecessary to the user may
probably be provided to the user by execution of those
applications.

For example, while a user is driving a vehicle for recre-
ation, it is likely that an application for business is auto-
matically executed and so information regarding business is
provided to the user when the vehicle coincidentally runs in
the neighborhood of the user’s office. In the case where
many applications are made executable, information which
is unnecessary for a purpose of use of a vehicle is often
provided to a user. Such provision of unnecessary informa-
tion to a user at many times makes the user uncomfortable,
so that the degree of the user’s concentration on driving may
possibly be lowered.

Further, in the case where many applications are made
executable, there arises a need to display many icons on a
screen in order to give instructions for execution of the many
applications. As a result, when a user desires to execute a
certain application, it takes much time for a user to find out
an icon corresponding to the desired certain application, so
that the degree of the user’s concentration on driving may
possibly be lowered.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to one aspect of the present invention, a
vehicular system used in a vehicle includes: a controller
configured to (i) specify a purpose of use of the vehicle, (ii)
select one or more applications which are suitable for the
specified purpose of use of the vehicle, from a plurality of
applications, and (iii) inhibit execution of applications
which are not selected to be suitable for the specified
purpose of the vehicle, out of the plurality of applications.

As execution of the applications which are not selected is
inhibited, it is possible to prevent the applications unneces-
sary for a purpose of use of the vehicle from being executed
wastefully.
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According to another aspect of the present invention, the
controller estimates the purpose of use of the vehicle based
on information about the vehicle before running of the
vehicle.

A purpose of use of the vehicle is estimated based on the
information about the vehicle before running, which elimi-
nates a need of complicated operations of the user for
specifying a purpose of use of the vehicle.

According to another different aspect of the present
invention, the plurality of applications include driving-
related applications which are related to driving of the
vehicle and driving-unrelated applications which are not
related to driving of the vehicle, and the controller does not
inhibit execution of the driving-related applications and
inhibits execution of some of the driving-unrelated applica-
tions which are not selected to be suitable for the specified
purpose of the vehicle.

As execution of the driving-related applications is not
inhibited, it is possible to reliably provide functions regard-
ing driving of the vehicle, irrespective of a purpose of use of
the vehicle

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to
prevent an application unnecessary for a purpose of use of
a vehicle from being executed wastefully.

These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages
of'the present invention will become more apparent from the
following detailed description of the present invention when
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a communications system
according to a first preferred embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows a structure of a vehicle-mounted system.

FIG. 3 shows an example of an application selection
screen.

FIG. 4 shows a structure of a server system.

FIG. 5 shows an example of a running data table.

FIG. 6 shows an example of an application data table.

FIG. 7 is a functional diagram of a structure of the
communications system according to the first preferred
embodiment.

FIG. 8 shows a flow of processes performed in the
vehicle-mounted system.

FIG. 9 shows a different example of an application
selection screen.

FIG. 10 shows another different example of an application
selection screen.

FIG. 11 is a schematic view of a communications system
according to a second preferred embodiment.

FIG. 12 shows a structure of a mobile information termi-
nal.

FIG. 13 is a functional diagram of a structure of the
communications system according to the second preferred
embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings.

1. First Preferred Embodiment

<1-1. Overview of Communications System>
FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a communications system
100 according to a first preferred embodiment. The com-
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munications system 100 includes a server system 1 provided
in a data center 10 which is a facility for accumulating data
regarding a vehicle 5 such as an automobile, and a vehicle-
mounted system 2 which is mounted onto the vehicle 5. The
server system 1 and the vehicle-mounted system 2 can
communicate with each other via a network 9 such as the
Internet.

The vehicle-mounted system 2 is a vehicular system used
by a driver, that is, a user, of the vehicle 5, in the vehicle 5.
The server system 1 acquires data from the vehicle-mounted
system 2, and also provides data to the vehicle-mounted
system 2. Though only one vehicle-mounted system 2 is
shown in the drawings, the communications system 100
actually includes a plurality of vehicle-mounted systems 2
which are respectively mounted onto different vehicles, and
the server system 1 can communicate with each of the
plurality of vehicle-mounted systems 2.

When a user drives the vehicle 5, the vehicle-mounted
system 2 mounted onto the vehicle 5 sends driving data
about the driving, to the server system 1. In the server
system 1, driving data received from the vehicle-mounted
system 2 is accumulated while being associated with each
user. Pieces of driving data about a user’s past driving which
are accumulated in the server system 1 are used for speci-
fying a purpose of use of the vehicle 5 of the user.

Also, a plurality of applications are made executable in
the vehicle-mounted system 2. On the other hand, data
indicating applications which are necessary for a purpose of
use of the vehicle 5 is registered in the server system 1 for
each user. In the vehicle-mounted system 2, after a purpose
of use of the vehicle 5 is specified, execution of an appli-
cation unnecessary for the purpose of use is inhibited based
on the registered data in the server system 1. In this manner,
an application unnecessary for a purpose of use of the
vehicle 5 is kept from being executed wastefully in the
vehicle-mounted system 2. Below, a structure of the fore-
going communications system 100 and processes performed
in the communications system 100 will be described in
detail.

<1-2. Structure of Vehicle-Mounted System>

First, a structure of the vehicle-mounted system 2 will be
described. FIG. 2 mainly shows a structure of the vehicle-
mounted system 2. The vehicle-mounted system 2 is a
navigation system, for example, and includes a controller
20, a display 21, an operation unit 22, a GPS 23, and a
navigation unit 24. The controller 20 is a microcomputer
including a CPU, a RAM, a ROM, and a timing circuit, for
example, and controls the whole of the vehicle-mounted
system 2.

The display 21 is a display device including a thin display
panel composed of liquid crystal or the like, for example,
and displays various kinds of information and images. The
display 21 is placed on an instrument panel of the vehicle 5
or the like so that a user can visually recognize a screen
thereof.

The operation unit 22 is a member which accepts an
operation of a user. The operation unit 22 includes an
operation button that a user can physically operate, and a
touch panel which is overlaid on the screen of the display 21.
A user can give various kinds of instructions to the vehicle-
mounted system 2 by pointing at an icon or a command
button appearing on the screen of the display 21 via the
touch panel.

The GPS 23 acquires position information indicating a
position of the vehicle 5. The GPS 23 receives signals from
a plurality of satellites and acquires the position of the
vehicle 5 in terms of latitude and longitude.
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The navigation unit 24 fulfills a navigation function of
indicating a route from a current position of the vehicle 5 to
a destination set by the user, with the use of the position
information acquired by the GPS 23. The vehicle-mounted
system 2 functions as a navigation system by virtue of
inclusion of the navigation unit 24.

Further, the vehicle-mounted system 2 includes an exter-
nal communications unit 26, an information output unit 27,
an internal communications unit 28, and a power-supply
detector 29.

The external communications unit 26 has a communica-
tions capability using wireless communications standards
such as LTE or WiMAX, and carries out communications via
the network 9. The vehicle-mounted system 2 is allowed to
send/receive data to/from the server system 1 by the external
communications unit 26. Also, the external communications
unit 26 can acquire information from not only the server
system 1 of the communications system 100, but also the
other server systems connected to the network 9.

The information output unit 27 sends information which
should be provided to a user (such information will herein-
after be referred to as “guide information”) to a display
device provided outside the vehicle-mounted system 2, and
causes the display device to display the sent guide informa-
tion. In the vehicle 5, a plurality of display devices such as
a head-up display 51, a meter display 52, and a mirror
display 53 are provided so as to be visually recognized by a
user. The information output unit 27 can output guide
information to a selected display device out of the plurality
of display devices, and cause the selected display device to
display the guide information.

The head-up display 51 is a display device which projects
information on a glass plate or the like, to thereby display the
information while superposing the information on the field
of view of a user who is driving. The meter display 52 is a
display device included in a meter panel of the vehicle 5.
Further, the mirror display 53 is a display device included in
a rear-view mirror of the vehicle 5.

While driving the vehicle 5, a user moves a line of vision
thereof in the smallest amount when perceiving guide infor-
mation displayed on the head-up display 51. Then, the
amount of travel of a line of vision which is required for a
user to perceive guide information displayed on each display
device increases in order of the head-up display 51, the
meter display 52, the display 21 of the vehicle-mounted
system 2, and the mirror display 53. In other words, the
head-up display 51, the meter display 52, the display 21 of
the vehicle-mounted system 2, and the mirror display 53 are
in order of decreasing a user’s ease in perceiving guide
information displayed thereon.

Also, the information output unit 27 can output an audio
signal to a speaker (not shown) provided in the interior of the
vehicle 5, and provide guide information to a user in voice
via the speaker.

The internal communications unit 28 is connected to a
vehicle-mounted network 58 such as CAN, and communi-
cates with the other electronic devices provided in the
vehicle 5. The vehicle-mounted network 58 is connected
with electronic devices such as a radar 54, a vehicle-
mounted camera 55, a speed sensor 56, and a clearance sonar
57, for example. Thus, the internal communications unit 28
can receive data transmitted from those electronic devices
54, 55, 56, and 57 via the vehicle-mounted network 58.

The radar 54 detects an object present in the front and rear
of the vehicle 5, and sends a result of detection to the
vehicle-mounted system 2. The vehicle-mounted camera 55
acquires an image showing a state around the vehicle 5 and
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an image showing a state inside the vehicle 5, and sends
those images to the vehicle-mounted system 2. The speed
sensor 56 senses a running speed of the vehicle 5, and sends
the running speed to the vehicle-mounted system 2. Further,
the clearance sonar 57 detects an object present in the
neighborhood of the vehicle 5, and sends a result of detec-
tion to the vehicle-mounted system 2.

The power-supply detector 29 detects a status of a power-
supply line 59 of the vehicle 5, such as ACC. The vehicle-
mounted system 2 is supplied with power from the power-
supply line 59. Accordingly, the vehicle-mounted system 2
is actuated when the power-supply line 59 is energized, and
stops operating when the power-supply line 59 is non-
energized. Under normal conditions, the vehicle 5 is ready
to run (an engine starts) when the power-supply line 59 is
energized, and the vehicle 5 is unable to run (an engine
stops) when the power-supply line 59 is non-energized.

Further, the vehicle-mounted system 2 includes a storage
unit 25 in which various kinds of information necessary for
operations of the vehicle-mounted system 2 are stored. The
storage unit 25 is a non-volatile storage device such as a
flash memory, for example. In the storage unit 25, a program
25¢ for control is stored. The CPU of the controller 20
executes the program 25¢ (i.e., carries out a calculation
process in accordance with the program 25c¢), so that respec-
tive functional elements required to form the controller 20
are implemented. Details of the functional elements of the
controller 20 which are implemented by execution of the
program 25¢ for control will be later provided.

In the storage unit 25, programs of driving-related appli-
cations 25a and information-related applications 255 are
further stored. The driving-related applications 25a and the
information-related applications 25b are installed in the
vehicle-mounted system 2, and are executable in the vehicle-
mounted system 2. Installation of such applications is
accomplished by downloading the applications from a pre-
determined server system connected with the network 9.

The driving-related applications 25« include a plurality of
applications, and also the information-related applications
256 include a plurality of applications. When any of the
applications included in either the driving-related applica-
tions 25a or the information-related applications 2556 is
executed, a function corresponding to the executed applica-
tion is fulfilled in the vehicle-mounted system 2.

The driving-related applications 254 are driving-related
applications which are related to driving of the vehicle 5,
and provide guide information and functions which are
necessary for driving, to a user. The driving-related appli-
cations 25¢ include applications (al), (a2), (a3), (a4), (a5),
and (a6) as follows, for example. However, the applications
(al), (a2), (a3), (ad), (a55), and (a6) are mere examples, and
the driving-related applications 25a can include any other
application than the applications (al), (a2), (a3), (a4), (a5),
and (a6).

Application (al) for detection of pedestrians: this appli-
cation detects a pedestrian around the vehicle 5 based on an
image of an area in front of the vehicle 5 or the like, and
provides guide information indicating presence of a pedes-
trian, if any, to a user.

Application (a2) for determination of deviation from lane:
this application determines whether or not the vehicle 5
deviates from a lane based on an image of an area in front
of the vehicle 5 or the like, and provides guide information
indicating deviation from a lane, if it happens, to a user.

Application (a3) for determination of a distance between
two vehicles: this application derives a distance between the
vehicle 5 and a vehicle running ahead of the vehicle 5 based
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on a result of detection provided from the radar 54 or the
like, and provides guide information indicating that a dis-
tance between two vehicles is smaller than a standard, if it
is so, to a user.

Application (a4) for determination of a speed at a curve:
while the vehicle 5 is running short of a curve, this appli-
cation provides guide information indicating that a running
speed is higher than a standard, if it is so, to a user.

Application (a5) for prevention of looking aside while
driving: this application detects a direction of a line of vision
of a user based on an image of the interior of the vehicle 5
or the like, and provides guide information indicating that
the line of vision of the user is not directed toward a front
area of the vehicle 5, if it is so, to the user.

Application (a6) for detection of an approaching object:
this application detects an object which approaches the
vehicle 5 based on a result of detection provided by the
clearance sonar 57 or the like, and provides guide informa-
tion indicating presence of an approaching object, if any, to
a user.

In contrast thereto, the information-related applications
25b are driving-unrelated applications which are not related
to driving of the vehicle 5, and provide various kinds of
guide information and functions which are not related to
driving, to a user. The information-related applications 255
acquire information from various server systems connected
with the network 9 with the use of the external communi-
cations unit 26 as needed, and provide the acquired infor-
mation to a user, as guide information. The information-
related applications 255 include applications (b1), (b2), (b3),
(b4), (bS), and (b6) as follows, for example. However, the
applications (b1), (b2), (b3), (b4), (b5), and (b6) are mere
examples, and the information-related applications 255 can
include any other application than the applications (bl),
(b2), (b3), (b4), (b5), and (b6).

Application (b1) for business mail: this application pro-
vides guide information indicating details of an e-mail to an
address used for business, to a user, in voice.

Application (b2) for information about parking area: this
application provides guide information indicating a crowd-
ing level of a parking area such as a service plaza, to a user.

Application (b3) for schedule: this application provides
guide information indicating details of a schedule of a user,
to the user, in voice.

Application (b4) for business news: this application pro-
vides guide information indicating details of news regarding
business, to a user, in voice.

Application (b5) for acquisition of coupons: this applica-
tion acquires a coupon which is available in a shop that a
user uses, and provides guide information indicating details
of the coupon, to the user.

Application (b6) for search for shops: this application
searches for a shop which sells an item wanted by a user at
a low price, and provides guide information indicating a
result of search, to the user.

The driving-related applications 254 are executed imme-
diately when the engine of the vehicle 5 starts and the
vehicle 5 becomes ready to run. In contrast thereto, the
information-related applications 256 are executed when
predetermined conditions for execution are satisfied. Such
conditions for execution of the information-related applica-
tions 256 are set differently depending on each of the
applications included in the information-related applications
25bh. For example, with respect to the applications for
business mail and business news, the conditions for execu-
tion thereof are satisfied when the vehicle 5 is located in the
neighborhood of an office of a user. Thus, when a user drives
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the vehicle 5 toward his office for work, the applications for
business mail and business news are automatically executed,
so that the user can grasp details of e-mails and news
regarding business before arriving at his office.

Further, the information-related applications 25b are
executed also when a user gives instructions for execution
via the operation unit 22. FIG. 3 shows an example of an
application selection screen appearing on the display 21 for
a user to give instructions for execution of the information-
related applications 25b. The application selection screen
appears as a result of performance of a predetermined
operation using the operation unit 22.

As shown in FIG. 3, on the application selection screen,
icons 2la of the information-related applications 255
installed in the vehicle-mounted system 2 are displayed in
the form of list. Each of'the displayed icons 21a corresponds
to one of the information-related applications 255, and
receives instructions for execution of the corresponding
information-related application 2556 from a user. In a case
where the number of the information-related applications
25b is so large that all of the icons 21a thereof cannot be
displayed on one screen, a shift button 215 is displayed at the
end of the application selection screen. When a user points
to the shift button 215 via the touch panel, the icons 21a
displayed on the application selection screen are changed.

When a user desires to execute a certain one of the
information-related applications 255, the user finds out the
icon 21a of the certain information-related application 255
in the application selection screen, and points to the icon 21a
via the touch panel. In this manner, the information-related
application 2556 corresponding to the pointed icon 21a can
be executed. Additionally, icons corresponding to the driv-
ing-related applications 254 are not displayed on the appli-
cation selection screen because the driving-related applica-
tions 25a are executed at a point of time when the vehicle 5
becomes ready to run.

<1-3. Structure of Server System>

Next, a structure of the server system 1 will be described.
FIG. 4 mainly shows the structure of the server system 1.
The server system 1 is a computer including a CPU 10, a
RAM 11, and a ROM 12. Also, the server system 1 includes
a communications unit 13 for carrying out communications
via the network 9, and a hard disk 14 which is a non-volatile
storage device. The server system 1 is allowed to transmit/
receive data to/from the vehicle-mounted system 2 mounted
onto the vehicle 5 by the communications unit 13.

In the hard disk 14, a program 16 is stored. As a result of
the program 16 being executed by the CPU 11 (in other
words, when the CPU 11 carries out a calculation process in
accordance with the program 16), functional elements
required to form the server system 1 are implemented. A
running-data processor 101 and an application-data proces-
sor 102 shown in FIG. 4 are parts of the functional elements
implemented by execution of the program 16.

In the hard disk 14, also a database 15 is stored. The
database 15 includes a running-data table 154 and an appli-
cation-data table 1556. The running-data table 15a¢ and the
application-data table 155 are prepared for each of users of
the vehicle-mounted system 2, and are registered in asso-
ciation with identifying information of each user.

The running-data table 15a indicates a state of an asso-
ciated user’s past driving of the vehicle 5. FIG. 5 shows an
example of the running-data table 15a. The running-data
table 15a includes a plurality of records Ra. Each of the
records Ra in the running-data table 15¢ indicates a state of
one time of the associated user’s driving of the vehicle 5.
Such the record Ra is added every time the user drives the
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vehicle 5. Accordingly, the running-data table 15q indicates
a history of the associated user’s past driving.

In each of the records Ra, a “driving ID” for identifying
a record Ra, pieces of specific driving data indicating a state
of a certain time of driving (such as a date, a day (what day
of the week), a departure time, an arrival time, a departure
place, and a destination), and a “purpose of use” indicating
a purpose of use (a purpose of driving) of the vehicle 5 for
the certain time of driving are brought into correspondence
with one another. As examples of a “purpose of use”,
“commutation (commuting to and from office)”, “business
trip”, “shopping”, “transportation (taking someone to and
from some place”, “recreation”, and the like are cited.

The driving data is transmitted from the vehicle-mounted
system 2 every time a user drives the vehicle 5. The
running-data processor 101 (refer to FIG. 4) adds a “driving
ID” and a “purpose of use” to the driving data received from
the vehicle-mounted system 2, and records the resultant
driving data as one record Ra of the running-data table 15a.
The running-data processor 101 specifies a “purpose of use”
based on the driving data (in particular, “destination™)
received from the vehicle-mounted system 2. Further, a
“purpose of use” in each of the records Ra can be edited by
a user with the use of the vehicle-mounted system 2 or the
like.

On the other hand, the application-data table 155 indicates
the information-related applications 256 which are required
by an associated user for each “purpose of use” of the
vehicle 5. While various kinds of the information-related
applications 255 are installed in the vehicle-mounted system
2 as described above, all of the installed information-related
applications 255 are not required by the user, depending on
a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5.

For instance, in a case where a “purpose of use” of the
vehicle 5 is “commutation”, while the applications for
business mail and business news are required, the applica-
tions for acquisition of coupons and the applications for
search for shops are not required. For this reason, in the
application-data table 155, one or some of the information-
related applications 256 which are required by a user are
registered for each “purpose of use”. Additionally, data
about the driving-related applications 254 is not registered in
the application-data table 155.

FIG. 6 shows an example of an application-data table 155.
The application-data table 155 includes a plurality of records
Rb. Each of the records Rb in the application-data table 155
corresponds to one “purpose of use”, and indicates one or
more information-related applications 255 which are neces-
sary for the one “purpose of use”.

In each of the records Rb, a “purpose of use” and
necessity data indicating whether or not each of the plurality
of information-related applications 254 installed in the
vehicle-mounted system 2 is necessary correspond to each
other. For representation of the necessity data in each of the
records Rb, if each of the information-related applications
25b such as the applications for business mail, information
about parking area, and schedule is necessary, “NEEDED”
is registered. On the other hand, if each of such the above-
cited information-related application 255 is unnecessary, “-”
is registered. Thus, each of the information-related applica-
tions 255 which is indicated to be “NEEDED” in each of the
records Rb is the information-related application 255 nec-
essary for the “purpose of use”. Moreover, in the record Rb
where a “purpose of use” is “OTHER”, “NEEDED” is
registered as the necessity data for each of all the informa-
tion-related applications 255. Such the description of the
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necessity data in each of the records Rb can be edited by a
user with the use of the vehicle-mounted system 2 or the
like.

The application-data processor 102 receives a “purpose of
use” at a present moment of the vehicle 5, from the vehicle-
mounted system 2. Then, the application-data processor 102
refers to the application-data table 155, and transmits a
necessity data corresponding to the “purpose of use” (that is,
data indicating one or more information-related applications
2511 necessary for the “purpose of use”), to the vehicle-
mounted system 2.

<1-4. Process of Communications System>

Next, processes performed in the communications system
100 will be described. FIG. 7 is a functional diagram of a
structure of the communications system 100, including the
functional elements of the controller 20 which are imple-
mented by execution of the program 25¢ for control (refer to
FIG. 2) in the vehicle-mounted system 2. An information
acquisition unit 201, a driving-data transmission unit 202, a
user identification unit 203, a use specifying unit 204, an
application selection unit 205, an execution inhibition unit
206, an application execution unit 207, a finishing unit 208,
and a display determination unit 209 which are shown in
FIG. 7 are the functional elements of the controller 20
implemented by execution of the program 25¢ for control.

The information acquisition unit 201 acquires various
kinds of information with the use of the timing circuit of the
controller 20, the GPS 23, the navigation unit 24, the
power-supply detector 29, and the like. The information
acquisition unit 201 can acquire information about a time
indicated by the timing circuit (a date, a day, and a time),
information about a position which is acquired by the GPS
23 (position of the vehicle 5), a destination set on the
navigation unit 24, a status of the power-supply line 59
which is detected by the power-supply detector 29, and the
like, for example. Further, the information acquisition unit
201 can also acquire a result of detection provided by the
radar 54, an image acquired by the vehicle-mounted camera
55, a running speed sensed by the speed sensor 56, a result
of detection provided by the clearance sonar 57, and the like,
with the use of the internal communications unit 28.

The driving-data transmission unit 202 transmits the
information acquired by the information acquisition unit 201
in the above-described manner, to the server system 1, as
driving data, with the use of the external communications
unit 26 every time a user drives the vehicle 5. The running-
data processor 101 registers the driving data transmitted
from the vehicle-mounted system 2 in the running-data table
15a.

The user identification unit 203, the use specitying unit
204, the application selection unit 205, the execution inhi-
bition unit 206, the application execution unit 207, the
finishing unit 208, and the display determination unit 209
perform processes regarding execution of applications. FIG.
8 shows a flow of processes performed in the vehicle-
mounted system 2 for execution of applications. Below, a
flow of processes performed in the vehicle-mounted system
2 for execution of applications will be described, with
reference to FIGS. 7 and 8.

The vehicle-mounted system 2 is actuated when the
power-supply line 59 of the vehicle 5 is energized. Upon
actuation of the vehicle-mounted system 2, firstly, the appli-
cation execution unit 207 executes (starts up) all of the
driving-related applications 25a (step S11). The time when
the vehicle-mounted system 2 is actuated is just after the
power-supply line 59 becomes energized, and so, is equal to
a time when the engine of the vehicle 5 starts and the vehicle
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5 becomes ready to run. Accordingly, the application execu-
tion unit 207 executes the driving-related applications 25a
substantially at the point of time when the vehicle 5 becomes
ready to run. As the application execution unit 207 executes
the driving-related applications 25a at the point of time
when the vehicle 5 becomes ready to run, guide information
and functions which are required for driving can be speedily
provided to a user, irrespective of a “purpose of use” of the
vehicle 5.

Secondly, it is determined whether or not application
selection information 20a which indicates a result of selec-
tion of the information-related applications 255 is stored in
the storage unit 25 (step S12). If the application selection
information 20a is stored, one or some information-related
applications 25b which are suitable for a “purpose of use”
have been already selected from the plurality of information-
related applications 254 installed in the vehicle-mounted
system 2, by the application selection unit 205. In this case
(“Yes” in the step S12), steps S13, S14, and S15 are omitted,
and the flow goes to a step S16.

Unlike this, if the application selection information 20a is
not stored (“No” in the step S12), the user identification unit
203 subsequently identifies a user (driver) of the vehicle 5
(step S13). The user identification unit 203 can identify a
user based on an image of the interior of the vehicle 5 which
is acquired by the vehicle-mounted camera 55, for example.
Additionally, in a case where the vehicle 5 is furnished with
an identification device which carries out personal identifi-
cation or biometric identification using an ID card or the
like, a user can alternatively be identified by using a result
provided by the identification device. Also, the user identi-
fication unit 203 can further identify a fellow passenger of
the vehicle 5, other than the driver.

Then, the use specifying unit 204 specifies a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5 of the user identified by the user
identification unit 203 (step S14). In order to specity a
“purpose of use”, the running-data table 154 registered in the
server system 1 is utilized.

The use specifying unit 204 transmits a request signal for
requesting the running-data table 15a, to the server system
1. The request signal includes identitying information of the
user of the vehicle 5 who is identified by the user identifi-
cation unit 203. In response to the request signal, the
running-data processor 101 of the server system 1 selects the
running-data table 15a associated with the identification
information of the user from the database 15, and transmits
the selected running-data table 15a to the vehicle-mounted
system 2. As a result, the use specifying unit 204 acquires
the running-data table 15a of the user of the vehicle 5 (that
is, a history of the user’s past driving).

Also, the use specifying unit 204 acquires information
about the vehicle 5 before running (namely, information
about the vehicle 5 at a present moment), such as a day, a
time, and a position, with the use of the information acqui-
sition unit 201. Then, the use specifying unit 204 refers to
the running-data table 154, to estimate a “purpose of use” of
the vehicle 5 based on the information about the vehicle 5
before running. For example, the use specifying unit 204
extracts some records Ra each of which includes driving
data similar to the information about the vehicle 5 before
running, out of the plurality of records Ra registered in the
running-data table 15a. The use specifying unit 204 esti-
mates a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 based on the degree
of similarity between the driving data of the extracted
records Ra and the information about the vehicle 5 before
running, a frequency of occurrence of a “purpose of use” in
the extracted records Ra, and the like.
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In a case where a user customarily drives the vehicle 5 for
a certain purpose of use, information before running such as
a day, a time, and a position is mostly constant in general.
For example, in a case where a user customarily drives the
vehicle 5 for “a purpose of use” of commutation, a day is a
weekday, a time is around 7:00 a.m., and a position is home
in most cases. As such, the information about the vehicle 5
before running does not significantly change. On this prin-
ciple, the use specifying unit 204 can estimate a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5 based on the information before
running and the running-data table 154 (a history of a user’s
past driving).

However, in a case where a “purpose of use” of the
vehicle 5 cannot be estimated due to absence of a record Ra
similar to the information before running in the running-data
table 154, or for the other reasons, the use specifying unit
204 can designate “OTHER” as a “purpose of use”. Also, in
a case where a user sets a destination for a navigation
function, a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 may be
estimated in consideration of the destination and a route to
the destination. Further, in a case where the user identifica-
tion unit 203 identifies a fellow passenger other than a driver
of the vehicle 5, a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 may be
estimated in consideration of the fellow passenger.

After the use specifying unit 204 specifies a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5 in the above-described manner, the
application selection unit 205 subsequently selects one or
more information-related applications 255 which are suit-
able for the “purpose of use”, out of the plurality of
information-related applications 255 installed in the vehicle-
mounted system 2 (step S15). For selection of the informa-
tion-related applications 255, the application-data table 156
registered in the server system 1 is utilized.

The application selection unit 205 transmits a request
signal which requests data indicating the information-related
applications 256 which are necessary for the “purpose of
use”, to the server system 1. The request signal includes the
“purpose of use” specified by the use specitying unit 204 and
the identifying information of the user of the vehicle 5 who
is identified by the user identification unit 203. In response
to the request signal, the application-data processor 102 of
the server system 1 selects a record Rb corresponding to the
“purpose of use” from the application-data table 1554 asso-
ciated with the identifying information of the user, and
transmits the necessity data of the selected record Rb, to the
vehicle-mounted system 2. As a result, the application
selection unit 205 acquires the necessity data corresponding
to the “purpose of use” (that is, data indicating one or more
information-related applications 255 which are necessary
for the “purpose of use”).

The application selection unit 205 selects one or more
information-related applications 255 which are suitable for
the “purpose of use”, out of the plurality of information-
related applications 2554 installed in the vehicle-mounted
system 2, in accordance with the acquired necessity data.
Then, the application selection unit 205 generates the appli-
cation selection information 20a which indicates a result of
selection of the information-related applications 255, and
stores the application selection information 20a into the
storage unit 25.

After the application selection information 20q is stored
as described above, the execution inhibition unit 206 sub-
sequently inhibits execution of non-selected information-
related applications 256 which are not selected by the
application selection unit 205, based on the application
selection information 20a. On the other hand, the execution
inhibition unit 206 permits execution of the information-
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related applications 256 which are selected by the applica-
tion selection unit 205 (step S16).

More specifically, the execution inhibition unit 206 con-
trols the application execution unit 207 such that the non-
selected information-related applications 256 are not
executed (started). As a result, thereafter, only the informa-
tion-related applications 256 necessary for the “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5 are executed, and the information-
related applications 256 which are unnecessary for the
“purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 are not executed waste-
fully.

Also, the execution inhibition unit 206 controls the dis-
play 21 such that the icons 21a of the non-selected infor-
mation-related applications 255 are not displayed on the
application selection screen. As a result, only the icons 21a
of the information-related applications 255 necessary for the
“purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 are displayed on the
application selection screen, and the icons 21a of the non-
selected information-related applications 256 which are
unnecessary for the “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 are not
displayed.

FIG. 9 shows an example of an application selection
screen in a case where a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5
is commutation. On the application selection screen shown
in FIG. 9, only the icons 21a of the applications for business
mail, schedule, and business news which are the informa-
tion-related applications 255 necessary for commutation are
displayed. Also, FIG. 10 shows an example of an application
selection screen in a case where a “purpose of use” of the
vehicle 5 is shopping. On the application selection screen
show in FIG. 10, only the icons 21a of the applications for
acquisition of coupons and search for shops which are the
information-related applications 255 necessary for shopping
are displayed.

As described above, only the icons 21a of the informa-
tion-related applications 255 necessary for a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5 appear on an application selection
screen. Hence, a user can easily find out the icon 21a of the
information-related application 255 that the user desires to
execute, in an application selection screen.

In the meantime, though the execution inhibition unit 206
inhibits execution of non-selected information-related appli-
cations 254 in the above-described manner, the execution
inhibition unit 206 does not inhibit execution of the driving-
related applications 254 and permits execution of all the
driving-related applications 25a. Accordingly, guide infor-
mation and functions regarding driving of the vehicle 5 can
be reliably provided to a user, irrespective of a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5.

Thereafter, the application execution unit 207 observes
whether or not conditions for execution are satisfied, or
whether or not instructions for execution are given by a user,
regarding only the information-related applications 25b
which are selected by the application selection unit 205 and
are permitted to be executed (step S17). Then, if conditions
for execution are satisfied or instructions for execution are
given by a user, for any of the information-related applica-
tions 255 which are permitted to be executed (“Yes” in the
step S17), the application execution unit 207 executes
(starts) an applicable one of the information-related appli-
cations 254 (step S18).

Further, in a case where a destination of the vehicle 5 is
set (“Yes” in a step S19), the finishing unit 208 determines
whether or not the vehicle 5 arrives at the destination based
on the position of the vehicle 5 which is acquired by the
information acquisition unit 201 (step S20). Additionally,
also in a case where a destination of the vehicle 5 can be
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estimated based on a “purpose of use” or the like, whether
or not the vehicle 5 arrives at the estimated destination may
be determined in the same way. For example, in a case where
a “purpose of use” is commutation, a destination of the
vehicle 5 can be estimated to be the office. Then, when the
vehicle 5 arrives at a destination, the finishing unit 208
erases the application selection information 20a from the
storage unit 25 (step S22).

On the other hand, in a case where a destination of the
vehicle 5 is not set (“No” in the step S19), the finishing unit
208 determines whether or not the vehicle-mounted system
2 stops operating based on a status of the power-supply line
59 which is acquired by the information acquisition unit 201
(step S21). The finishing unit 208 determines that the
vehicle-mounted system 2 will stop operating soon when the
power-supply line 59 becomes non-energized. Then, in a
case where the vehicle-mounted system 2 stops operating,
the finishing unit 208 erases the application selection infor-
mation 20a from the storage unit 25 just before the vehicle-
mounted system 2 stops operating (step S22).

Because of the above-described processes of the finishing
unit 208, the application selection information 20qa is kept
stored in the storage unit 25 until the vehicle 5 arrives at a
destination in the case where a destination of the vehicle 5
is given. As the storage unit 25 is a non-volatile storage
device, the application selection information 20a is kept
stored in the storage unit 25 even if the vehicle-mounted
system 2 stops operating.

Further, in a case where the application selection infor-
mation 20a¢ remains stored in the storage unit 25 after the
vehicle-mounted system 2 is actuated, the processes of
specifying a “purpose of use” and selecting the information-
related applications 256 which are suitable for the estimated
“purpose of use” (steps S13, S14, and S15) are omitted as
described above. Accordingly, even if the vehicle-mounted
system 2 stops operating, the application selection unit 205
does not change the selected information-related applica-
tions 25b until the vehicle 5 arrives at the destination.

Assume that a “purpose of use” is estimated and the
information-related applications 255 which are suitable for
the specified “purpose of use” are selected every time the
vehicle-mounted system 2 is actuated. In this case, if the
vehicle 5 is temporarily parked in a place other than a
destination, a position or the like of the vehicle 5 would be
different from a departure place when the vehicle-mounted
system 2 is re-actuated, so that there is a possibility that a
proper “purpose of use” cannot be specified. In contrast
thereto, in the vehicle-mounted system 2 according to the
first preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
selected information-related applications 254 are not
changed until the vehicle 5 arrives at a destination. Hence,
the information-related applications 256 suitable for a
proper “purpose of use” can be continuously executed until
the vehicle 5 arrives at the destination even if the vehicle 5
is temporarily parked in a place other than the destination.

<1-5. Selection of Display Device>

In the vehicle-mounted system 2, numerous applications
including the driving-related applications 25a and the infor-
mation-related application 255 are executed in parallel.
Hence, in some cases, a plurality of applications executed in
parallel provide guide information to a user around the same
time. For example, there may probably be a case where the
information-related application 256 for information about
parking area provides guide information indicating a crowd-
ing level of a parking area to a user at the substantially same
time when the driving-related application 25a for detection
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of pedestrians provides guide information indicating the
presence of a pedestrian to the user.

In such a case as described above where there are plural
pieces of guide information which should be provided to a
user around the same time, the display determination unit
209 (refer to FIG. 7) determines which display devices
should respectively display the plural pieces of guide infor-
mation, out of the head-up display 51, the meter display 52,
the display 21 of the vehicle-mounted system 2, and the
mirror display 53. Then, the display determination unit 209
causes selected display devices to display the guide infor-
mation.

Priorities are assigned to pieces of guide information
offered by the applications, respectively. Under normal
conditions, pieces of guide information offered by the driv-
ing-related applications. 25a have higher priorities, and
pieces of guide information offered by the information-
related applications 255 have lower priorities. The display
determination unit 209 compares the respective priorities of
plural pieces of guide information which should be provided
to a user, and causes the display devices to respectively
display the plural pieces of guide information in order of
priorities such that pieces of guide information of higher
priorities can be displayed on display devices which are
easier for a user to see.

For instance, assume that there are four pieces of guide
information which should be provided to a user. In this case,
the display determination unit 209 causes the head-up dis-
play 51, the meter display 52, the display 21 of the vehicle-
mounted system 2, and the mirror display 53 to display a
piece of guide information having the highest priority, a
piece of guide information having the second highest pri-
ority, a piece of guide information having the third highest
priority, and a piece of guide information having the lowest
priority, respectively.

The display determination unit 209 determines which
display devices should respectively display plural pieces of
guide information, according to the priorities, so that guide
information of higher priorities can be provided to a user via
display devices which are easier for the user to see.

As described above, in the communications system 100
according to the first preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the use specifying unit 204 specifies a “purpose of
use” of the vehicle 5, and the application selection unit 205
selects one or more information-related applications 256
which are suitable for the “purpose of use” from the plurality
of information-related applications 256. Then, the execution
inhibition unit 206 inhibits execution of the information-
related applications 256 which are not selected by the
application selection unit 205, out of the plurality of infor-
mation-related applications 25b. Thus, it is possible to
prevent the information-related applications 255 which are
unnecessary for a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 from
being executed wastefully.

Also, the use specifying unit 204 estimates a “purpose of
use” based on information about the vehicle 5 before run-
ning, which eliminates a need of complicated operations of
a user for specifying a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5.

Further, the application execution unit 207 executes the
driving-related applications 25a at a time when the vehicle
5 becomes ready to nm. On the other hand, the application
execution unit 207 executes the information-related appli-
cations 2556 after the use specifying unit 204 specifies a
“purpose of use” of the vehicle 5. The application execution
unit 207 executes the driving-related applications 25a at a
time when the vehicle 5 becomes ready to run, so that guide
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information and functions regarding driving of the vehicle 5
can be speedily provided to a user.

2. Second Preferred Embodiment

Next, a second preferred embodiment of the present
invention will be described. As the structure and operations
of the communications system 100 according to the second
preferred embodiment are much the same as those in the first
preferred embodiment, the following description will deal
mainly with differences from the first preferred embodiment.

FIG. 11 is a schematic view of the communications
system 100 according to the second preferred embodiment.
According to the second preferred embodiment, the vehicle-
mounted system 2 can communicate with a mobile infor-
mation terminal 3 that a user carries onto the vehicle 5, such
as a tablet terminal or smartphone. Then, the vehicle-
mounted system 2 can further provide guide information
offered by an application executed in the mobile information
terminal 3 to a user. In the second preferred embodiment,
also execution of such an application as executed in the
mobile information terminal 3 is inhibited if the application
is unnecessary for a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5.

FIG. 12 mainly shows a structure of the mobile informa-
tion terminal 3. The mobile information terminal 3 includes
a controller 30, a display 31, an operation unit 32, a storage
unit 35, and a data communications unit 311. The controller
30 is a microcomputer which includes a CPU, a RAM, a
ROM, and the like, and controls the whole of the mobile
information terminal 3.

The display 31 is a display device for displaying various
kinds of images. The operation unit 32 is a member for
accepting a user’s operation. The operation unit 32 includes
an operation button that a user can physically operate and a
touch panel overlaid on a screen of the display 31.

The data communications unit 311 has a communications
capability of carrying out communications at short range
using wireless communications standards such as Bluetooth
(registered trademark). The vehicle-mounted system 2
according to the second preferred embodiment includes a
data communications unit 211 having a communications
capability compliant with the same communications stan-
dards as the data communications unit 311, in addition to the
structure shown in FIG. 2. Accordingly, transmission and
reception of data between the vehicle-mounted system 2 and
the mobile information terminal 3 is made possible by the
data communications units 211 and 311.

The storage unit 35 is a non-volatile storage device such
as a flash memory, for example. In the storage unit 35,
programs of information-related applications 356 which are
driving-unrelated applications which are not related to driv-
ing of the vehicle 5 are stored. The information-related
applications 3556 are applications installed in the mobile
information terminal 3, and are executable in the mobile
information terminal 3. The information-related applications
356 include a plurality of applications.

Further, in the storage unit 35, a program 35¢ for control
is stored. The CPU of the controller 30 executes the program
35¢ (in other words, carries out a calculation process in
accordance with the program 35¢), to thereby implement
various functional elements which are required to form the
controller 30. An execution cooperation unit 301 and an
output cooperation unit 302 shown in FIG. 12 are functional
elements of the controller 30 which are implemented by
execution of the program 35¢ for control. The execution
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cooperation unit 301 and the output cooperation unit 302
perform processes required for cooperation with the vehicle-
mounted system 2.

FIG. 13 is a functional diagram of a structure of the
communications system 100, including the functional ele-
ments of the controller 30 which are implemented by
execution of the program 35¢ for control in the mobile
information terminal 3.

The respective functional elements of the vehicle-
mounted system 2 shown in FIG. 13 perform processes
which are much the same as those in the first preferred
embodiment. However, the functional elements of the
vehicle-mounted system 2 shown in FIG. 13 perform pro-
cesses on not only the driving-related applications 25a and
the information-related applications 255 installed in the
vehicle-mounted system 2, but also the information-related
applications 3554 installed in the mobile information terminal
3.

The application selection unit 205 selects one or more
information-related applications 255, 355 which are suitable
for a “purpose of use”, from the plurality of information-
related applications 254 installed in the vehicle-mounted
system 2 and the information-related applications 356
installed in the mobile information terminal 3. Data identi-
fying the information-related applications 3554 installed in
the mobile information terminal 3 is transferred from the
execution cooperation unit 301 of the mobile information
terminal 3 to the application selection unit 205.

The execution inhibition unit 206 inhibits execution of
non-selected information-related applications 2554, 35b
which are not selected by the application selection unit 205
based on the application selection information 20a, and
permits execution of the information-related applications
25b, 356 which are selected by the application selection unit
205. Applications having the possibility that execution
thereof is inhibited include also the information-related
applications 356 of the mobile information terminal 3.

Further, the application execution unit 207 executes any
of the information-related applications 255, 35b which are
selected by the application selection unit 205 and permitted
to be executed, if conditions for execution thereof are
satisfied, or instructions for execution thereof are given by
auser. In a case where an application which is to be executed
is the information-related application 355, the application
execution unit 207 transmits an instruction signal which
gives instructions for execution of the information-related
application 355, to the mobile information terminal 3. In
response to the instruction signal, the execution cooperation
unit 301 of the mobile information terminal 3 executes the
information-related application 355 which is designated.

Moreover, in a case where there is guide information
offered by the information-related applications 356 executed
in the mobile information terminal 3, the output cooperation
unit 302 of the mobile information terminal 3 transmits the
guide information to the vehicle-mounted system 2. The
display determination unit 209 determines which of display
devices should display the guide information of the infor-
mation-related applications 355 executed in the mobile
information terminal 3, and causes the display device as
determined to display the guide information. The display
determination unit 209 determines which of display devices
should display the guide information also in consideration of
the priority of the guide information of the information-
related applications 356.

As described above, in the second preferred embodiment,
the application selection unit 205 selects one or more
information-related applications 255, 355 which are suitable
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for a “purpose of use”, from the information-related appli-
cations 25h, 35b which are executable in either the vehicle-
mounted system 2 or the mobile information terminal 3.
Then, the execution inhibition unit 206 inhibits execution of
the information-related applications 256, 356 which are not
selected by the application selection unit 205, out of the
plurality of information-related applications 255, 355. Thus,
it is possible to prevent also the information-related appli-
cations 355 executable in the mobile information terminal 3
from being executed wastefully if the information-related
applications 355 are unnecessary for a “purpose of use of the
vehicle 5.

3. Modifications

While the preferred embodiments of the present invention
have been described hereinbefore, the present invention is
not limited to the above-described preferred embodiments,
and various modifications are possible. Below, modifica-
tions will be described. All preferred embodiments including
the above-described embodiments and the following
embodiments can be combined with one another as appro-
priate.

Though the vehicular system used in the vehicle 5 is the
vehicle-mounted system 2 mounted onto the vehicle 5 in the
above-described preferred embodiments, the vehicular sys-
tem used in the vehicle 5 may be a mobile information
terminal that a user carries onto the vehicle 5, such as a tablet
terminal or a smartphone.

Also, though a user of the vehicular system is a driver in
the above-described preferred embodiments, a user of the
vehicular system may be a fellow passenger riding in the
vehicle 5, other than a driver.

Also, though the use specifying unit 204 estimates a
“purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 based on information about
the vehicle 5 before running in the above-described pre-
ferred embodiments, the use specifying unit 204 may
specify a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 in the other way,
that is, based on a user’s operations or interaction with a
user.

Also, the application selection unit 205 selects an appli-
cation which is to be permitted to be executed based on only
a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 in the above-described
preferred embodiments. Unlike this, the application selec-
tion unit 205 may select an application which is to be
permitted to be executed also in consideration of other
factors such as a destination, a route to a destination, a
fellow passenger, and a time period, together with a “pur-
pose of use” of the vehicle 5.

Also, though whether or not the vehicle 5 is ready to run
is determined based on a status of the power-supply line 59
(as to whether or not an engine starts) in the above-described
preferred embodiments, whether or not the vehicle 5 is ready
to run may be determined in the other way. For example, in
a case where a vehicle is an electric car, whether or not the
vehicle is ready to run can be determined depending on
whether a running system is actuated or not.

Also, in the above-described preferred embodiments, the
execution inhibition unit 206 controls the application execu-
tion unit 207 such that non-selected information-related
applications 256 are not executed, and further controls the
display 21 such that the icons 21a of the non-selected
information-related applications 25b are not displayed
Unlike this, the execution inhibition unit 206 may alterna-
tively inhibit execution of an application by only controlling
the display 21 such that the icons 21a of non-selected
information-related applications 255 are not displayed.
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Also, an application of which execution is inhibited may
be processed such that the application can be again executed
upon a user’s specific operation such as input of commands,
instead of being brought into a state where the application
cannot be executed in any way.

Also, a part or a whole of the functional elements and data
furnished in the vehicle-mounted system 2 in the above-
described preferred embodiments may be furnished in the
server system 1. For example, the server system 1 may be
furnished with functional elements which perform the same
processes as those performed by the use specifying unit 204
or the application selection unit 205 of the above-described
preferred embodiments.

Contrary to this, a part or a whole of the functional
elements and data furnished in the server system 1 in the
above-described preferred embodiments may be furnished
in the vehicular system. The functions implemented by
cooperation of the server system 1 and the vehicle-mounted
system 2 in the above-described preferred embodiments may
be implemented solely in the vehicular system.

Also, the load of the processes performed by one func-
tional element of the vehicle-mounted system 2 in the
above-described preferred embodiments may be shared by
the server system 1 and the vehicle-mounted system 2. For
example, in order to specify a “purpose of use” of the vehicle
5, the functional element of the server system 1 estimates a
“purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 based on the running-data
table 15a, and the functional element of the vehicle-mounted
system 2 specifies a “purpose of use” of the vehicle 5 based
on a result of the estimation.

Also, a whole or a part of the functions which are
implemented by software processing as a result of execution
of'a program in the above-described preferred embodiments
may be implemented by an electric hardware circuit. On the
other hand, a whole or a part of the functions which are
implemented by a hardware circuit in the above-described
preferred embodiments may be implemented by software
processing. Further, the function which has been described
as a single block in the above preferred embodiments may
be implemented by cooperation of software and hardware.

While the invention has been shown and described in
detail, the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative
and not restrictive. It is therefore understood that numerous
modifications and variations can be devised without depart-
ing from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicular system used in a vehicle, the vehicular

system comprising:

a controller configured to (i) specify a purpose of use
being made of the vehicle by a user of the vehicle, (ii)
select one or more applications which are suitable for
the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, from a
plurality of applications, and (iii) inhibit execution of
applications which are not selected to be suitable for
the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, out of the
plurality of applications, wherein

the controller determines which ones of a plurality of
display devices should respectively display plural
pieces of guide information offered by executed appli-
cations, according to respective priorities of the plural
pieces of guide information.

2. The vehicular system according to claim 1, wherein

the controller estimates the purpose of use of the vehicle
based on information about the vehicle before running
of the vehicle.
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3. The vehicular system according to claim 1, further
comprising

a display that displays icons which receive a user’s
instructions for execution of the plurality of applica-
tions, wherein

the controller does not allow the display to display the
icons of the applications which are not selected to be
suitable for the specified purpose of use of the vehicle.

4. The vehicular system according to claim 1, wherein

the plurality of applications include driving-related appli-
cations which are related to driving of the vehicle and
driving-unrelated applications which are not related to
driving of the vehicle, and

the controller does not inhibit execution of the driving-
related applications and inhibits execution of some of
the driving-unrelated applications which are not
selected to be suitable for the specified purpose of use
of the vehicle.

5. The vehicular system according to claim 4, wherein

the controller executes the driving-related applications at
a time when the vehicle becomes ready to run, and
executes the driving-unrelated applications after the
purpose of use of the vehicle has been specified.

6. The vehicular system according to claim 1, wherein

the controller determines whether or not the vehicle
arrives at a destination, and

the controller does not change the one or more selected
applications until the vehicle arrives at the destination.

7. A communications system including a server system
and a vehicular system used in a vehicle, the communica-
tions system comprising:

a controller configured to (i) specify a purpose of use
being made of the vehicle by a user of the vehicle, (ii)
select one or more applications which are suitable for
the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, from a
plurality of applications, and (iii) inhibit execution of
applications which are not selected to be suitable for
the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, out of the
plurality of applications, wherein

the controller determines which ones of a plurality of
display devices should respectively display plural
pieces of guide information offered by executed appli-
cations, according to respective priorities of the plural
pieces of guide information.

8. A communications system including a vehicle-mounted
system mounted onto a vehicle and a mobile information
terminal, the communications system comprising:

a controller configured to (i) specify a purpose of use
being made of the vehicle by a user of the vehicle, (ii)
select one or more applications which are suitable for
the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, from a
plurality of applications which are executable in either
the vehicle-mounted system or the mobile information
terminal, and (iii) inhibit execution of applications
which are not selected to be suitable for the specified
purpose of use of the vehicle, out of the plurality of
applications, wherein
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the controller determines which ones of a plurality of
display devices should respectively display plural
pieces of guide information offered by executed appli-
cations, according to respective priorities of the plural

5 pieces of guide information.

9. A computer-implemented method of executing an

application in a vehicle, the method comprising the steps of:

(a) specifying a purpose of use being made of the vehicle
by a user of the vehicle;

(b) selecting one or more applications which are suitable
for the specified purpose of use of the vehicle, from a
plurality of applications;

(c) inhibiting execution of applications which are not
selected in the step (b) to be suitable for the specified
purpose of use of the vehicle, out of the plurality of
applications, wherein the inhibiting execution of appli-
cations includes inhibiting displaying of icons associ-
ated with the applications inhibited from execution on
an application selection screen of a display within the
vehicle, and wherein icons associated with the appli-
cations which are suitable for the specified purpose of
use of the vehicle are displayed on the application
selection screen of the display within the vehicle; and

(d) determining which ones of a plurality of display
devices should respectively display plural pieces of
guide information offered by executed applications,
according to respective priorities of the plural pieces of
guide information.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein

in the step (a), the specified purpose of use of the vehicle
is estimated based on information about the vehicle
before running of the vehicle.

11. The method according to claim 9, wherein

the plurality of applications includes driving-related
applications which are related to driving of the vehicle
and driving-unrelated applications which are not
related to driving of the vehicle, and

in the step (c), execution of the driving-related applica-
tions is not inhibited and execution of some of the
driving-unrelated applications which are not selected in
the step (b) to be suitable for the specified purpose of
use of the vehicle is inhibited.

12. The method according to claim 11, further comprising

the steps of:

(e) executing the driving-related applications at a time
when the vehicle becomes ready to run; and

() executing the driving-unrelated applications after the
purpose of use of the vehicle is specified in the step (a).

13. The method according to claim 9, further comprising

the step of

(g) determining whether or not the vehicle arrives at a
destination, wherein the one or more selected applica-
tions are not changed until the vehicle arrives at the
destination in the step (b).

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

#* #* #* #* #*



